Terry's Polio Eradication Update 

For The Week ending 2/14/26
 
Dear Polio Eradication Warriors,
 
No new Wild Polio paralysis cases reported this week.  We are now 8 weeks since the most recent report of a child being paralyzed by the Wild Polio Virus in Pakistan. 
 
The first 2026 Polio Type 2 Variant case was reported this week in Somalia.  
· The United States congress has now finalized most of the budget for 2026 and US$265 million has been appropriated for global polio eradication efforts.  This funding includes US$180 million for the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and US$85 million for the US State Department.  This represents level funding since fiscal year 2023 and underscores continued strong bi-partisan commitment to a polio-free world.  Rotary’s Polio Eradication Advocacy Task Force for the US has been working diligently on this issue for more than a year yielding this positive outcome, and will be returning to Washington, DC in March to advocate for continued US investment in the fiscal year 2027 budget.  
Clare Monroe, Senior PolioPlus Engagement Specialist
 
Let's Advocate, Donate & Educate to END POLIO NOW & FOREVER!
 
 
 
	Total Wild Polio cases
	Year-to-date 2026
	 
Total
2025
	Total
2024
	 
Total
2023
	Total
 2022

	Globally
	0
	44
	99
	12
	30

	- in endemic countries:
	0
	44
	99
	12
	22




 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2026 Total Polio Cases (0 Wild + 1 Variant) = 1 
2025 Total Polio Cases (44 Wild + 225 Variant) = 269
 
2024 Total Polio Cases (99 Wild + 466 Variant) = 565
2023 Total Polio Cases  (12 Wild + 524 Variant) = 536
2022 Total Polio Cases (30 Wild + 914 Variant) = 944 
 
2026 Circulating Variant Polio Case Total - 1   Somalia 1
2025 Circulating Variant Polio Case Total - 225    Algeria 1, Angola 19, Benin 3, Burkina Faso 1, Cameroon 1, Central African Republic 2, Chad 33,  Djibouti 1, Democratic Republic of Congo 6, Ethiopia  41, Guinea 2, Lao PDR 1, Mali 1, Niger 3, Nigeria 67, Papua New Guinea - 5, Somalia 2, Sudan 7, Yemen 30

2024 Circulating Variant Polio Case Total - 466  Algeria - 1, Angola - 9, Benin - 2, Cameroon - 3, Chad - 39, Cote d'Ivoire - 1, DR Congo - 25, Ethiopia - 44, Guinea - 9, Indonesia - 8, Liberia - 1,Mali - 1, Mozambique - 1, Niger - 17, Nigeria - 101, Occupied Palestinian Territory - 1, Senegal - 1, Somalia - 7, South Sudan - 11, Yemen - 167
 
2026 Wild Polio Case Total - 0
2025 Wild Polio Case Total  44 - Afghanistan 13 - Pakistan 31
 
2024 Wild Polio Cases Total 99 - Afghanistan 25 - Pakistan 74
2023 Wild Polio Cases Total 12 - Afghanistan 6, Pakistan 6
2023 Circulating Variant Polio Cases 524 in 23 Countries
 
New Polio Cases & Samples reported this week -
 
· Pakistan:  eight WPV1-positive environmental samples
· Somalia:  one (2026) cVDPV2 case and two cVDPV2-positive environmental samples
 
Quote of the Day -  "Small acts, when multiplied by millions of people, can transform  the world."

Howard Zinn (1922 - 2010) 
 
 
The Final Two Polio Endemic Countries
 
Pakistan No new Wild Polio cases reported this week. No Wild Polio cases reported in 2026. Thirty-one Wild Polio cases reported in 2025.    Seventy-four Wild Polio cases reported in 2024.Six Wild Polio Cases reported in 2023.  The most recent case had an onset of paralysis on 12/14/25.  Eight new WPV1 Environmental Samples and no cVDPV2 Positive Environmental Samples were reported this week in Pakistan.
 
Afghanistan No new Wild Polio cases reported this week.  No Wild Polio cases reported in 2026.  Thirteen Wild Polio cases reported in 2025.   Twenty-five Wild Polio cases reported in 2024. Six Wild Polio Cases reported in 2023. The most recent case had an onset of paralysis on 10/24/25. Three WPV1 Environmental Samples and no cVDPV2 Positive Environmental Samples were reported this week in Afghanistan.
 
Advocate, Donate & Educate to END POLIO NOW & FOREVER!       

 
Over 3 billion Children Immunized
Over $3 billion raised by Rotary for Polio Eradication         21,000,000 Children Saved from the Paralysis of Polio
                1.6 million Lives saved thanks to the Polio Vaccines                                
   Together, We End Polio!
 
Terry Ziegler, Polio Update Newsletter Editor
 
Rotary Region 36 END POLIO NOW Coordinator 2024-27



